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THEFIFTH SEASON

We' veall heard that old saw about Maine
having fiveseasons. Spring, Summer, Fall,
Winter and Mud. Recently thisreporter
learned those five have been reduced to four
and renamed Almost Winter, Winter, More
Winter and Mud. However it'scalled, that
period just beforewinter actually packsupto
head for the Southern Hemi sphere and continuing until the
first Dandelion greensare dug, Mud Seasonto Mainers,
canbeasdevilishasif aL eprechaun werein charge of
Spring.

Beforethe roads were paved, Mud Season was more
thanamild joke. Evenfoot traffic could beheld up dueto
themud. 1nsometownsthe boardwalksbecame so
covered with dimy mud, or so badly tilted by thethawing
and freezing they were unusable. Only the hardiest
adventurersattempted to walk inthemuddy streets. Travel
by horse and wagon waseven worse. Onereport states
thetrip from Thomaston to Bostonin 1825 could take
three days, depending upon theroad conditionsand the
timing of theferry crossings. Another account divulgesthe
dirty little secret that it was common practiceto ask stage
coach passengersto disembark when theteam faced a
steep hill. Theteam, coach and driver would wait at the
top for the passengersto catch up and re-board.

Onthefarm, therewas ahuge pile of manure and
bedding hay outsidethe barn warming up whilethe supply
of firewood in the shed could be almost depleted. Often,
if therewas another stash of cut and split wood readily
available, acouple of menwith aded could haul it home,
providing therewas snow on theground. An aternative
wasto gointo thewoodslooking for standing deadwood
to cut. Thebottom three or four feet would betoo wet to
burn, but the upper trunk and limbs madeanicehot fire.
Aren'twegladwedon’tlivein, “... the Good Old Days’?

Asreported inour last newd etter, many of the older
vessalsand boatstoo small to stay ontheir mooring all
winter werelaid up on shore. Thiscreated additional
choresfor many fishermen. Thehullshadtobe
meticuloudy inspected beforelaunching and repairsmade
without the benefit of bluetarpsor shrink wrap. InMay
1959, Peter Newman attempted to haul alobster boat into
thewater at Cripple Creek. Thetractor becamestuck in
the marsh, asdid Phil Wood'sdump truck when hetried to
pull thetractor free. It'sreported, “...the boat eventually
reached thewater by Yankeeingenuity.”

Thisisthe season whenthe skiesareblueasa
Dutchman’sbreechesone minute and gray asthe Parson’s
coat the next. Pussy Willow twigsareinthestoresfor $8 a
bunch, the Red Sox arein Floridafor spring training and
last Fall’ sseed catalogsareinthebinfor recycling. (Not
toofar back intime, they’ d bein the outhousefor ... well,
you know.) Battered old snow shovels stand ready by the
back door while new Crocus’ stand neck deep in snow.
Optimistic Trout fishermen stand kneedeepin cold
streamswhileantsy children can’t stand another day inside.

LindaChristierecently recounted aFifth Season story

from her childhood. Sheand her sister had
dug acaveinto ahuge pileof snow beside
thedriveway. At somepoint whileplaying
init, they comeupwith theideatotry the
Eskimolifeand deepinthe cavethat
night. Totheir surprise, Mother gave her
consent without any argument. Thegirls
eagerly spent therest of the afternoon
preparing for the adventure, until it began
torain. By bedtimetheir “igloo” wasapileof dush.
TheMussdl Ridge Historical Society islooking for
your memoriesof lifein Owl’sHead. Doyou haveany
stories or anecdotesyou’ d liketo seeinthisnewdetter?
Webelieve, “ You arethe history of Owl’sHead.” For
moreinformation contact: Tom Christie at 594-2438.

DID YOU KNOW?
Mar ch 15,1820: Maine becamethetwenty-third state.
Didyou know our littletown was suggested for the capital
of thenew State? There had been nearly thirty yearsof
contentiouspolitica maneuveringleading uptothe
separation of Mainefrom Massachusetts. 1nthe Spring of
1819, an editorid inthe Hallowell Gazette, astaunch
supporter of the status quo, attempted to unravel the
work on the proposed new State Constitution by,
“offering ...Very Vauable and CuriousArticlesfor thenew
Constitution.” Article#6 recommended the sest of
Government should beat Owl’sHead for thefirst three
years, (apparently, thiswashow long the new Statewas
expected to survive). That samearticlewent ontorequire
voting by Hoot and by Toot, instead of yeasand nays.
Article#7 suggested the coat of arms should bean Owl
withan openarithmeticinitsclaw and themotto,
“Success by hook or by crook”. (ref: Maine Becomesa
State, p.p. 131-132)

April 6,1921 : Maine L egidature approved the split of
Owl’sHead from South Thomaston. Did you know a
disproportionate share of the State funding for roadswas
onereason theresidentsfrom Owl’sHead petitioned the
Mainelegidaturefor separation?Although theresidents
from Ingraham’ sHill and A sh Point opposed the split, the
beach cottagedistrictsof Owl’sHead village, Holiday
Beach, Crescent Beach and Cooper’s Beach had
experienced giant legpsin property valuations. After the
Separation, adequate funding became availablefor road
maintenance and with theincreasein ownership of
automobiles, Owl’sHead quickly became abedroom
community for Rockland. Infour yearsthe summer
population had become greater than the natives. The
1925 tax rollslisted 248 residents and 290 non residents.
(ref: The Coastal Town of OWLSHEAD, MAINE)

Did You Know?

Mainebeganissuing vehicleregistration platesin 1905.
Thefirst and only dogan "Vacationland" appeared onthe
platein 1936.



FOLLOWING SEAS
Way back in 1801, the body of water we call Rockland
Harbor wasknown asOwl’sHead Bay. A few of theold
ships logsaso usethat name. By 1863 it wasbeing called
Rockland Harbor and the name Owl’sHead Bay was
assigned to thewaterway that includesOwl’sHead
Harbor and the Mussal Ridge Channel down asfar as
Sheepldand.

Theharbor at Owl’sHead was afavorite anchorage
for the coasting traffic on Penobscot Bay whilethey
waited for agood breeze. With atavern and storeright on
thewaterfront, it'sunderstandable why so many captains
would choose Owl’sHead for alay over. Theanchor field
was protected. They could resupply or repair with
minimum effort and when thewind picked up, thevessals
could quickly get underway for their next destination.

Thefollowing discussionisexcerpted verbatim
from the book, The Coastal Town of OWLS HEAD
MAINE.

“By 1823 thesailing traffic anchoring at OwlsHead
harbor had increased dramatically. OnJuly 15, Hezekiah
Prince Jr., customsofficer for the Eastern district, reported
25 sail of vessalsinthe harbor waiting awind with agreat
number of passengerson board.

“Being awarethat navigationa aidswererequiredto
ass st theincreased water traffic, theMainedelegationto
Congressrequested alighthouse on the eastern shore of
OwlsHead.

“In 1824 Congress authorized the purchase of land
fromthe heirsof Captain Nathaniel Merriam (1776-1821)
andin 1825 thegranitelight tower wascompletedin
September.

“Thelight tower ... in 1873 was equipped with an
Argandlamp with ahollow circular wick and, whenlighted
reflected theflamefrom aparabolic reflector that had a
slver coated surfacewhichincreased thelight showing
through thetower windows. Whaleoilswasthelamp fuel
of choiceuntil about 1855, when the price of $2.55 per
gdlon caused thelighthouse servicetoissuerefined lard
ail.

“Though kerosenewas availablein 1860, at $0.90 per
gd. theservicedelayed until 1878 to changeover tothis
cheap, cleanfud.”

(Author’smemo: Not mentioned in the above excerpt
isthat thefog signal in 1873 wasontherocky ledgejust
below thelight tower and activated by waveactionrising
andfalinginsdeatube. It'sthisaction of thewater that
forced air through awhistle at thetop of thetube.)

“Thejob of keeper was much sought after asthe pay
averaged from $300 to $600 per year. Thefirst keeper,
| saac Sternswas paid $350 per year for trimming the
wick andfiringthelamp every night for 13years. Thelast
civilian keeper of the Owl’sHead Light wasArchford V.
Haskinsin 1953.

“In March of that year Haskinswas one of only two
civilian keepersin serviceontheMaine Coast. TheU.S.
Coast Guard manned al other light house stations... “

WAR OF 1812- MARGARET HEARD
Submitted by Connie Painter

During theWar of 1812 aminor skirmish took placeat
Ash Point. Teenage Margaret Heard with her two younger
brotherskept asteady barrage of muzzleloader gunfire
fromtheir hiding place behind agiant rock on property
whereanew housewasbuiltinthe 1960'sby Harold
Doty. The children drove back agroup of Britishland

scoutsto their warship, anchored in deep water near Ash
Idand. Thecitizensinthesmal community were appar-
ently moreor lessusedto
thewar’'sdisruptionas
yearslater dongshordine
homes (later used as
cottages) unusua round
holeswerefoundin some
oceanfacingwalls, aswell
asmusket balls. Howard
andthelateNorma
Meserve have onefrom
their cottageon Lucia
Beach Road. Growing up |
alwaysheard that one or two sailorsfrom aBritishwar-
ship had been buried on Sheep Idand.

Intheearly 1980'smy then teenage son, John
Painter and hisfriend Jeff Curtiswere exploring Sheep
Island and came across bonesthey thought were human.
Upon returning homethey turned them over to the Knox
County Sheriff’sDept., who investigated the area, deter-
mined the boneswere human, but could not traceto
whom they may havebel onged. After kegping them for
severd years, the Sheriff’sDept. returned the bonesto the
town of Owl’sHead. | am not surewhat happened to
them at that point. Could they betheremainsof aBritish
Scout, perhapswounded by Margaret Heard and her
brothers?

WHAT ISIT? SOLVED!

We had no takersof theidentity of the“What isit” itemin
theWinter Newdletter. | takethat to mean that thereaders
were as stumped asmy family hasbeenfor the past 45
yearsor so. Thelady of the house bought her usual end lot
$5 box of junk at the auction and her husband madethe
usud fun of her buy. Now thefamily usually had alot of
fun going through these boxes. Sometimesthey found real
“goodies’ but eventhejunk seldom got thrown away.
There have been many guesses
made asto what thisparticular item
might be, but no one knew for sure.
Theoneideamost everyone came
up withwasthat it held some sort of
ball, probably agolf ball. The
“thing” sat all theseyearsinthe
cellar of thiscouple, being moved
occasionaly fromoneplaceto
another when it wasintheway.

Now that weareinthe 21st
century with al thefancy technology
andinformationavailableonthe
internet, the mystery has been solved, thanksto Jason
Philbrook. Thething isapatented 1915 Golf Ball Dimpler.
Oursistheexact onepictured onlelands.com, anonline
auction house, and sold for $2,454.18. Thisiswhat
Lelandshadto say: A golf ball without dimplesis, well a
heavy ping pong ball. Theearly 20th century diecast
machine gouged themini-cratersthat makethebal fly
graight, far andtrue_if youhititright. “TheRollingDie
Doeslt Right” saystheengraving of the Fulname Co. in
Cinncinnati onthebase. Themeta deviceweighsabout 10
Ibs. 1t comeswithanancient looking ball whichisheldin
thethingsvicelikeclutches. A pendulum device swings
over it, puncturing itssurface until theball iscovered with
dimples




WE NEED YOURHELP
Recently theMussdl Ridge Historical Society (MRHS) signed aleasewith thetown for thetwo remaining buildingsin
Owl’sHead that once served asoneroom schools. Oneof the buildingsison the corner of North Shoreand Ash

Point Driveand iscommonly known asthe Grange
Hall. Thesecondisthebuilding acrossfromthefire
station and an undated picture of that buildingisshown
here. (Thispicturewasoriginaly from Dot L eadbetter
and Mary Dyer.)

Our next stepisto develop aplan on how to
use/preservethese buildings, and we need help from
peoplewho may not be members of the MRHSto get
thiswork done. Asafirst step, wewill hold ameeting
wherewe hope peoplewill comeand giveustheir
ideasonwhat they would liketo seefor thebuildings
and share suggestionsfor fund-raising. People
attending the schoolsor their familiesare particularly
welcome and wewould loveto haveadditional pictures
of ether building.

Village School (now located across from the fire station)

Themeeting will beheld on Sunday, May 3182 pm at the Owl’sHead Community Building. If you arenot ableto
come but would have someideas or would liketo help in the planning process, please call Bonnie Post at 594-9263.

Business Directory
Wethank thefollowing businessesfor advertising with us, and making thisnewd etter possible.

Owls Head General Sore
2 South ShoreDrive
PO Box 38
OwlsHead, M E 04854

Martha L uttrell (207) 596-6038

OwlsHead L obster Co.
23 Lobster Ln
Owis Head, ME 04854
(207) 594-0679
OwlsHead, Maine

Frankie's Garage

Auto/Truck Repair ~ Car Inspections~ Commercial
I nspection ~ Ramp Truck Tow ~ Motorcycle

Ingpection~Trailer Ingpection

Tel (207) 594-8123
Cecil Fogg, Owner
50 Weskeag Rd OwlsHead, Maine 04854

Newcomb & Reynolds, PA

Attorneysat Law

166 Main Street
PO Box 1115
Rockland, Maine 04841
(207) 594-5178

Rockbound Computer

156 New County Rd
Rockland
207-596-7803
Carolyn Philbrook, Jacob Post, Arthur Grierson
Serving Midcoast Mainefor over 17 years.
Computer Sales, Service, Networking, Tutoring

rockbound.net

Danforth Construction

Aaron Danforth 596-0602

392 Ash Paint Dr. Owls Head, ME
New Construction/ Repairsof Any Size/ Painting

Jake@JakeBarbourlnc.com

o
=

Joke BarbourQL ~_(207) 594-5552 V

PO Box 1178 - (207) 596-0107 F
Rockland, ME 04841 (207) 975-1515C

Barbara's Hair Salon
594-2658

¥

¥ |
1'2 /
d) b BarbaraFournier

10Island View Terrace
OwlsHead, M E 04854




L OOKING FOR: Information relating to the Drake Farm or Harlie Drake (1876 -1934), who used to live next to the
cemetery onAsh Point Drive. Any responseto thisinquiry should bemailedto:
Lloyd|. and Phyllis Drinkwater, 31 Panoramic View Dr., Portland, ME 04103

LOOKING FOR: Mother wasraised onafarmin upstate New York. Whenever any of her six kidsbecametoo
unruly, wewerethreatened with, “1’ll run you through the Foley M asher and feed youtothepigs!” Sinceshenever
explained what aFoley M asher was, and weweren't living on afarm at thetime, we alwaysassumed it wasjust one
of those things she said to make usbehave. If thereis (or was) such acontraption, pleaserespondto: M.R.H.S,,
c/oP.0O.Box 1, Owl’sHead, ME 04854-0001

HELPWANTED: Areyou astudent in need of material for aterm paper? Or maybeyou’ ve always had afondnessfor
theTown of Owl’sHead and arelooking for aplaceto serve. Anyonewho could volunteer afew hoursassisting the
Society with projects such asfield research ontown cemeteries, repair and care of the historic buildings, setting up
public events, and sundry other taskswould beagreat help. TheM.R.H.S.isasmall group with plenty of work for a
person willing to volunteer, but not ready tojoin.  Contact Kay Dodge, Pres. at 596-6879 or kayed@midcoast.com

THANK YOU : TheMussel RidgeHistorica Society extendsavery sincere” Thanks’ to al the peoplewho collect
roadsidetrash and litter whileontheir daily walk. Thisisagood example of afew people putting forth alittle effort to
makeabig difference.

Name: Mailing Address:
City: State: Zip:
Email: Telephone:

____l'would liketo join or learn more about the Mussel Ridge Historical Society. Please contact me.

____ |l aminterested in volunteering in the following areas
____ Restoring Homestead ____Writing ____Research ____Fundraising
____0One Room Schoolhouses _ Preserving the Grange Hall

Other
| have itemsthat | would like to share or donate or storiesto tell. Please contact me.
| have enclosed atax deductible donation. (Please note if you would like it used for something specific)

Please mail to the MRHS, Linda Christie, Treasurer, PO Box 1, Owl’s Head, ME 04854.

TheMussel RidgeHistorical Society issellinglastyear’s
School Calendars for $5 each.
Also, Edward Coffin’sBook,
The Coastal Town of OWLS HEAD, MAINE is
available for $28.
Please call Kay Dodge @ 596-6879

COME SUMMER, The Old Homestead, ahistoric farm dating back tolate 1700, islocated onAsh Point Drive
and will be open for inspection during July and August every Wednesday afternoon. Thisisalso thesite of our annual
town picnic. Thisyear, it'sscheduled for Sunday, July 19, from 1:00p.m. to 3:00p.m. Watch for further detailsor
contact Kay Dodge at 596-6879 or kayed@midcoast.com

FROM THE KITCHEN OF:

LindaBray Christieremembers, “ A long timeago, when | wasten or eleven yearsold, my grandmother, CarolynYoung
Bray, gave me an edition of the Maine Rebekahs CookBook, published 1939. She also gave meacookie pressand
frosting decorating kit for Christmas. Grammierecognized | liked to bake having been introduced to the craft by my
mother, Irene NelmsBray and my aunt, Mary Bray, who were excellent role models. ThisPeanut Butter Cookierecipe
isnot fancy, but my family hasenjoyed themfor fifty years. They’ reeasy to bakeand | hopeyoulikethem, too.”

Peanut Butter Cookies
2eg0s 1tblsp. vanilla
1 cup of white sugar 2 teasp. baking soda
1 cup packed brown sugar 1 teasp. salt
1 cup peanut butter 3cupssftedflour

1 cup melted shortening (I now useaheart hedthy ail)

Beat together al ingredients. Shapeinto ballsthe size of walnuts, placeon a
cookie sheet and press out flat with afloured fork. Bakeat 350 (| usually bake
them until lightly browned). Makes about five dozen.



